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Glen Morgan & James WDI'I:C] ’ire sending Earth’s vounqest cnlots INto

intergalactic war.
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er iwo hours that Morgan can linally sneak
away from the set to introduce SE fans o

West [Morg
s owanbed 1 o oo
[ friend, On the eve
rl.muw:l [rom the ship
tiken on behalf

centered

hais alwes
space colony with hi
ol the launch, he
beciuse of affirmuative wet
of the [n Witmos, people
tanks by the government i become soldiers,™

explains Morgan, “Mathan is removed from
the ship heading oo colony and the love of
his Tile g W et i,
“Meanwl zut with our two
olher leds: : dney Ko
lamel], an In Witk who’s unj tled omd
sentenced 1o the Marine Corps, and Shane
Nansen |Krs Plnl- PE wi TArEnLs Were
kilfed by ar
known as Silicates. '[‘tu.w.I L‘lh]hhl]‘r' 055
nated her parents right in front of her and her
sisters, shane has been d by her sisters
and now she wanls r.. do something (o fer.
She joins the Mari anl gi-.-r.;. hver ]i A
II'I hEF 0Wn 'l".'ll.'l.' 3
heanwhile, Mathan
Curp. I-]r.: Lhml 5 that since the :II:!iLu", his o
, that’s his best chance

Before anything like that can happen, the
colonies—and the country’s finest fighter
pilots—are attacked by an alien race and
LHEE d, amd the world's sent into an inter-
galactic war”

Cadet Casts
When casting Spece, Morgan and Wong
ook o unigue approsch, one that has worked
0 perfection on Tie X-Fles, They went with
talented, but relatively unknown, actors
rather than big-name stars. About the closest
thing 1o a marquee name in Space 15 B Lee
Ermey. besl known lor poriraying military
JAN SPELLING, ¢ STARLONG carre-
spondent, writes e weekfy “Inside Trek"”
fe Mew York Times syedicare.
Michae! Dare (h STARLOG
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Rodney Rowland is Cooper Hnwlws anlin  Artificial intelligence cpeatures Known as
Vitro, “people raised in gestation tanks by Silicates killed her parants, and now
the government to become soldiers,” ~ . = Shane Vansen (Kristen Cloke) is on the
according o Spﬂcepmdu:em-mter firing line herself.
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wiper chara omenne
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Top Gun inspace? Sura, but don't Took at the
gnlty young leads and call it Space, S02T0.
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Separated from his gird friend before Moy
could embark on anew lite tugl}thur
Nathan West (Mergan Weisser) goas
AWOL in an eagly episods.

el gy look Mathan. [ think he's
e, but fe I hs
iy more of the remantic fead, He's
really o wonderful sctor™
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“They're going to be friendly and thay'll
bo comrados, but they' il also fight
amongst each other,” reveals Mergan of
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“We're very [ﬂt!L‘lE.Ed on the characters and what
the situation is doing to them " notes Morgan.

var

M

tional sbout it Sror Trek sometimes ap-
proaches issues from a very intellectual
point=of=view,” Morgan says, “We're just not
that smart.”

Still, Morgan promises that Space will
differ from the many other 8F shows current-
Iy filling the airwaves, “Jim and | see this not
s0 much as an SF piece as kind of a
WL mowie or a war piece i space. We're
drawing, as 1 said, from AN Chefer an the
Western Fronr, but also from Tvelve O Clock
High, Guadatcanal Nary and Air Force. So,
our ook is much darker than you'll see on
some other shows, Our people sweat and
bleed and their hair is messed up, The vehi-
cles they vy in ave very cramped and, just like
an aireraft, hot and sweaty. We'll probably he
much more action-oriented than some shows,
but we don’t want w0 do action just for
action’s sake. It showld ell you something
aboul the charwcters as it happens. We have a
great deal of respect for all of the other shows
oul there and we've watched them and =aid,
“Well, this is what they do; let's moi rip them
off or copy them, How can we be different’™
Theat was what dictated our choices,”

In the Ford classics and many other war
films, the good guys often went down fight-
ing for the couses in which they believed.
Even Jlohn Wayne died in Fighving Seabees
and Samads of fwe S, Might Morgan and
Wong risk potential negative fan reaction and
kill off a character or (wo early on in the
show s rn? “That's what we weans to do'
says Morgan without elaboration. What, no
hines? “Mo hints at all,” he responds, laugh-
ing. “Our actors read STARLOG, you know.”

Combat Objectives

Taking & few steps back in the creative
process, Morgan goes into detail about how

44 STARLOGAovember [905

- —

Space evolved., By television standards, i
was & Burly quick ascension from concept o
air. Lucie Salhany, who was the president of
Fox Television about two yvears ago and bad
been instrumentil in launching Paramount’s
Star Trek: The Nexr Generasion inio syndica-
tion in 1987, expressed interest in having a
show developed with a theme along the lings
of a Star Trel scedemy scenano. Piclure the
MNext Generarion outing “Lower Decks™ as
the concept [or an entire series. On behall of
Salhany, Fox executive Peter Roth ap-
proached Morgan and Wong, who were con-
cerned that such a show miglt alienale
Trekkers. Still, Morgan and Wong had stood
on the outside looking in once (o0 ofien and
eventually pounced on the opponunity.

“We're really trying to
find the tone of John
Ford Westerns."

“Jim and | had done a let of pilots, but
were alwave kind of knocking on the door,
Unless you're 8 Steven Bochoo or Witt-
Thomas, it’s hard to ger in. 5o, we said, "OK,
they want o do-a show in space. How doowe
make it cur oswn'” Jim and [ had grown up on
the NASA space program. Apalla f3 mighe
have changed things arcund & bit recently, but
pride in the nation’s space program was a for-
goten fealing not long ago. When [ went o
schoal as a kid.” remembers Morgan, “we
learned aboul space exploration and these
great ideas about our Comniry’s sUCCESses,
But when we went home, the country was
being tom apart by race ricts and the Yienam
War. The only thing we had to look up to as
kids was the American space progeram.

“We wanted (o recapture some of that
feeling, which led us (o develop the show as
wie hive, Jim and | had taken a ‘Fiction of
War® class in college and read books like The
Red Badge of Cowrage and Carefi-22. There
were themes in those books that were fasci-
nating w us—people are put in o cauldron,
amd when you do that ta peoples, they do
things they wouldn't normally do. So, that’s
how we merzed the space and the military
elements (ozether. I's Kind of a long-winded
explanation of why we chose space as our
sedting, bat it's the freth.”

Morgan, who adds that other influences
on Space included everything from ALIENS
1o the =eminal 5F works of Robert Heinlein
(which Wong read a5 a kid) and Joe Halde-
man’s The Forever War, reports that he and
Wong have an ideal working relationship and
that they balance each other well, Maorgan
and Wong have written four of the first six
episodes, but he notes that Co-eEReelive pro-
docer Stephen Zito and supervising producer
Tom Towler also play an active mole in bring-
ing Space o life, Asked to delineate how he
and Wong divide their present work load,
hlorgan laughs, then explains that “Jim is a
really gead film editor and [ thimk I'm beter
atcasting. We definitely write together, So, it
Juat comes down o, You doe this, and U1l do
that." IF T et along better than Jim with 2 par-
ticular dirgetor, 1711 2o sit on the set. We just
play things by ear as they come up."”

The show's special FX are being handled
by an ouifit in Pasadena, California called
Area 51, aperated by Tim MeHugh, who
serves as Space’s visual FX producer. Glenn
Campbell works with McHugh amnd has the
title of visual FX supervisor. *T can’t say
enouzh about these guys,” enthuses Morzan.
“Everybody that saw the pilol script said,



‘Forget about il. This will require Teatore
film-cquality FX." Tim came in, and yow could
tell he was concerned, but he was positive
andd said he would give it a ey, We had all
talked about it and saicd we wanted a World
War I ook, From what I've read, T know that
George Lucas referenced World War 11 fighi-
er footage while working on Star Wars. 5o,
we wanted the viewer @ be in the fighters
with our pilots and nol have so many “God
shots” all the time, Tim and Glenn are great.
Their shot composition is great, and so is the
way things come in and out of the frame.
Even the lighting s great.”

Battle Records

It choesn't take a brain surgeon o fgure
out that leaving The X-Fifes 1o create Space
was a huge gamble for Morgan and Wong,
After all, during their year-and-a-half with
The X-Fifes, the show catapulted from cult
favorite o mainsteeam hit, with the duo’s
episodes among the most eagerly anticipated.
“We really liked everybody over there,
They're good friends,” states Morgan., 1
really like David and Gillian, They were 1
plensure w write for. It was becoming a big
hit show when we made the decision o leave,
You work on a lot of crap waiting [or that
chance o have a hit. Bul we were hungry and
wanted 1o do our swn show.™

§ s TR 4
‘Wil the rast of the Space charactors ba
comlortable fighting alongside Cooper
Hawkas, who has been unjustly jailed and
gentenced to the Marine Corps?

Writing and producing The X-Files, notes
Morgon, bodh did and didn't help him and his
partner prepane for the rigors of creating and
running & show on theie own, “Spcce is o big-
ger show,” he sayvs with o laugh, "They re
both very hard, Part of it was o mater of
Learning more about FXC We knew we had 1o
be nhead of schedule on serpts. Bul the most

Having made o reputation invi
whal lurks in the dork on T}

impeartant thing we learned from our experi-
ence on Tie K« Files was how we can tell sto-
rice across o 22-episode season, how a
character like the X-Files" "Cancer Man® can
play oul, how you can have mysteries and not
wildress everything. You can ecmotionally tie
up a character without necessarily [yving up
the whole plat, or vice versa, We learned how
euch episode can have closure, yel emotion-
ally lead the viewer into the next show, When
vou start to see the episodes of Space, which
are even better than the pilot, which got
caught between regimes a1 Fox, you' |l actual-
Iy see more similanitics between X-Filex and
Spoee”

Though Moergan clearly seems to look
Back upon Fhe X-files with fondness as on
important learning lesson and giont step in
his career, it's his feeling thar the show is now
completely behind him (Morgan and Wong
discussed the series in STARLOG #2100, He
watghed an episode written by his brother
Darin ¢ Humbug™) late last season, but other-
wise has been too busy with Space to devole

much attention o his former project. Asked if

he expects o be involved in any way with the
propased X-Files film, Morgan simply savs
o, then i virually emotionless tone adds,
“l doubt [X-Files creater ond executive pro-
ducer] Chris Corter would want us involved
and, to be honest, [ would be swrprised if the
film hiappened.”

Speaking of film, Morgan and Wong
seripted the linle-seen 1985 big-screen drama
Tle Boys Mext Daer, which starved Charlie
sheen, Christopher Mclonald, Maxwell
Caulfield and Pani D Arbanville and was
directed by Penelope Spheeris. Though Mor-
gan admits that he would much rather go w©
the maovies than sitin front of o TV set. he
dloesn 't Gnd the small sereen medium sifing.
“Space, The X-Fileg, even 21 Jump Streel,
which 1 worked on severnl years ago, always
felt like we wore doing o different film every
week. I we get past 12 episodes on Spece,

we cam ey things, experiment with structure,
with characters, editing and FX. TV is much
mere immediate than film,” he asserts, “You
see your work right away and pet fecdback
right away, and I'm enjoying working in ele-
vision.”™

If Spracer Above & Beyord should catch
on with viewers and atteact o sizable audi-
cneg, the possibility exists that the program
could be an the air for five or six years. 1105 o
scenarie thal scores Morgon, who, in oo per-
feet world, doesn’t envision being Space-
bound for mare than three years, “That's how
long we're contracted w0 do o, Right now, 1
like everybody here and we have everywhere
o take our eharscters.” he comments, “Jim
amel T like coming up with a concep for a
show, casting people and giving hirth, so 10
spesk, (o a show, But, we have our eye on
films and we'll get there eventually.”™

As the conversation comes 0 an end and
Morgan prepares (o rélurn 0 the set, he
cxplains that, while he believes Spoce 15 o
quality production with much 1o offer, there's
the possibility that fans won't take 1o i s
i 5o mueh o matter of Morgan assuming a
pessimistic stance, but rather, one that’s cau-
tious and practical, “This is probably my own
insecurily, but I'm nod sure how embraced
Speece will be by SF Fans. From what 1 found
from The X-Filex and from watching Srar
Tk reactions from the sidelines, you never
know how fans will react. You should be able
1o have a broad horizon when working in SE
but sometimes Fins say, "You hive (o have
thiz," or, *You should be scientifically cor-
rect” or, “You have w have these gizmos.” In
order 10 not be like ather SF shows, we
haven't done much of that,” concludes Glen
Morgan, “We're very focused on the charc-
ters and what the simotion is doing o them.
S0, being honest, I'm very nervous aboul
Speree, but very excited about it o, [t would
b o grsat homor to have fans embrsce it and
I hope they will.” i
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